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30th May 2006   


WP REPORT – Meeting held Thursday 25th May 2006
Current Issues

Millennium Field

Contract  for cutting the grass is going out to tender imminently.
Five year planting and enhancement programme is being produced by Cllr Dixon.
Need sign to show public where they can walk on the Millennium Field plus a sign saying what is and is not allowed on the Millennium Field.  Also need a sign to warn of height restriction on the entrance to car park in Gardeners Lane.

Need to investigate the necessity or not of providing safety barrier rails over the concrete bridge between the two main parts of the Millennium Field.  Also need to investigate what other warning signs and safety equipment may need to be provided alongside the river.

Need to get the main vehicle access gate secured so that the gate cannot simply be lifted off its hinges.  Also look to check if the pedestrian gate requires the same treatment.
Need to investigate the possibility of linking the north side of the Millennium Field with the footpath that leads from east side of Langford Road, Henlow, to the west side of Langford Nurseries on Henlow Road, Langford.

Need to inform the Biggleswade and District Scout Association that it is their responsibility to erect any signs that indicate to the public that they are entering private property.
Need to check that the council’s grass cutting contract includes the verges around and opposite the car park in Gardeners Lane.

Need to advise Taywood Homes that there are a number of dead trees in Gardeners Lane that need to be replaced as part of the developer’s landscaping programme.

Allotments
After the recent rainfalls the allotments are flush with new growth, both cultivated and natural.  There are many areas that are over gown and we need to identify whether they are allotment plots or spare land.  Each member of the working party should have a map of the allotment site showing the plot numbers and occupancy plus a copy of the current rental agreement that shows the policy regarding the use of council supplied water and how we expect the allotment holders to operate and maintain their plots.

The council now have a quotation for the creation of a second source of water to the northern side of the allotment site.  The quotation is more that originally budgeted so we shall have to find additional means of funding this project.  

Recommendations
1) – Obtain costs for production and installation of information signs at entrance to Millennium Field plus sign warning of height restriction at entrance to car park.
2) – Obtain advice on need for warning signs alongside river and a barrier on concrete bridge.

3) – Obtain quotation to secure the hinges on the main vehicle access gate.

4) – Contact Beds CC Footpath Officer to obtain advice on how to start process to link the Millennium Field with the footpath to Langford.
5) – Send letter to Scout Association to advise them of their responsibility, if they deem it necessary, to erect privacy notices around the edge of their field.

6) – Obtain confirmation that the grass cutting contract includes the verges around the car park in Gardeners Lane.

7) – Send letter to Taywood Homes to advise them of the need to replace the dead trees in Gardeners Lane.

8) - Provide the members of the working party with a copy of the allotment plan together with the terms and conditions of allotment hire.

9) – Seek funding for the new water pipe from SE Beds Forum.

Cllr Peter Brigham

(Chairman Millennium & Allotments Working Party)
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