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HIGHWAYS WP REPORT
Current Situation 
Alan

It was good to meet you this morning, I'm sure all in attendance will 
agree that it was useful to have a good look at the Henlow Camp area.

I would like to take this opportunity to summarise some of the issues 
we discussed;

- It was agreed that discussion of any long term improvement plans is 
not part of your remit, but should be taken up with Structural 
Maintenance or Developmental Control and that the contacts are Eddie 
Ball, John Shortland and possibly Martin Freeman. (Alan perhaps you 
might be able to make enquiries and advise me who to start with).

- You, however, agreed to look at the G.I.S. overlays of the area to 
ascertain ownership of the footways and service areas of the shopping 
areas.

- In the short term you will seek to renew the footways north and south 
of the Hitchin Road that are most in need of attention. Due to budget 
constraints this work is unlikely to commence before October 2006.

- You will also patch the entrance to the industrial state access road.

- In addition you will seek to install a 'Henlow Camp, Parish of 
Henlow' sign at the northern approach to the Bedford Road 30mph zone, 
as well as a Red Patch.

- You also kindly offered to speak to Scott Wrighting to have a Red 
Patch added to the northern approach to Henlow Village on Langford Road.

Henlow Parish, supported by Rita, will seek dialogue with County and 
District to produce a suitable scheme for spending the Section 106 
money allocated to the enhancement of the Shopping area.

Henlow Parish Council will report the ongoing illegal parking/car 
trading to the local Beat Manager.

Rita will report the damaged and missing street signs to the relevant 
Mid Beds officer and seek to have the litter bins properly installed 
and replaced where necessary.

If I have missed anything or misrepresented any issue please let me 
know a.s.a.p.

Thanks again

Michael Warlow
Highways Liaison
Henlow Parish Council
Lighting Upgrade Scheme
The Clerk & Cllr Mrs Cliff met Alex Carniegie (Beds C.C) on Wednesday 24th May 2006 to discuss plans to improve street lighting in the parish.

Henlow Parish Council had asked BedsCc to look at the lighting in Church Rd. Beds C.C. are looking to upgrade their lighting in Church Rd, and therefore will include the council lights. Alex Carniegie (BedsCC) will get a scheme designed for the road as a whole, hopefully taking into consideration the conservation area setting. Columns would be on the footpath side and not the Pit side. They will only install 6m columns now but 'light pollution' is taken 
into consideration.

It is not out of the question at this stage anyway of BCC doing some of the new lighting required but they may only be looking at 'bog standard' columns. Once the scheme has been designed it will be forwarded to the council, and then we can decide whether the council wishes to purchase Heritage style lights. They are of course more expensive.

Oak Drive cul-de-sac area: the four columns could be replaced with new 6m columns in virtually the same, but improved, sites for approx £4,000. Beds C.C. could then take over the maintenance of the area. He said that Elm Close would need one more column to make three (cost approx £3,000) to bring up to standard.

Police Speed Survey Equipment
The Police are due to install the first two radar sites to monitor traffic speeds and volumes. The first sites selected are Langford Road and Newtown. They will gather information for a minimum of five days and then re-site them at the next two sites etc. Bedford Road has been surveyed by the Police recently, and they will pass on the report free of charge.

General Highways Maintenance
Cllrs Dixon, Mrs Cliff, Warlow, and the Clerk met with our new Area Technician 
Scott Wrighting (BedsCC), on Wednesday 14th June 2006. We walked the Village and he made a note of various defects. He was also made aware of outstanding projects such as the replacement of the barriers next to the Brook on the Northside of Clifton Road. A dropped kerb and H-bar required for 80 High Street, a drainage problem outside 73 High Street 
and the resurfacing of the alleyway between the High Street and Park Lane next to the Engineers Arms.


Parish Partnership Money
We discussed with Scott how best to use the £4,000 that H.P.C. has to spend on Highways improvements. He was asked to price a scheme to extend the footway on the east side of Park Lane around the corner of the Pyghtles along the grass verge into Coach Road. This would link up to the new entrance and improve the route from the Dairy path to the Schools. I will contact Beds C.C. to see if there is money in the Safer Routes to School Funds to contribute to this scheme. The Working Group will meet with the Area Technician with responsibility for Henlow Camp to discuss whether the money would be better spent in that part of the Parish.

Road Safety Projects
Cllrs Dixon, Mrs Cliff, Warlow, and the Clerk met also with Mark Lewis (Beds C.C) on Wednesday 14th June 2006. We discussed the outstanding road safety issues that Mr Lewis is responsible for assessing and implementing.

Road Safety Concerns Stockbridge/Newtown
Mr Lewis stated that the casualty record at this site was not high enough for Beds C.C. to consider installing traffic humps or chicanes. He will look at improved road markings; 
edge-lines, a Village gateway with teeth marks and 30mph panel. He also stated that we might be eligible for an extra VAS site if it is accepted as a ‘Black spot’. He also stated that if a cycle route is planned for the stretch of road we might have an improved case for traffic calming.

Pedestrian Crossing High Street (Pit) 
Mr Lewis will look into the situation. He is aware of the £14,000 from the Mill development, and believes that £15,000 will also be available from the Clifton Depot development. We discussed possible sites and he took photographs.

Pedestrian Crossing High Street Upgrade
As there had been two objections to Beds C.C. proposal, there has to be investigations into alternative sites. We carried out a site visit. I explained the flow of pedestrians and the problems that would be encountered if the crossing were to be moved. Mr Lewis agreed that the existing site is the only option. His recommendation will be passed to the relevant committee at BedsCC, to have the objections overruled.

Speed Limit reduction Park Lane
At first Mr Lewis was fairly negative when asked about the likelihood of the speed limit being reduced to 20mph. He has been unable to find the favourable recommendation from Jacobs Babtie that Dick Jones (BedsCC) referred to in his final e-mail. After some discussion Mr Lewis admitted that BedsCC would tend to ‘keep any promises that had been made’. He stated that the change had not been budgeted for this financial year, but after further inspection of the road he said that he felt it was very much a self-enforcing 20mph road, and because of this, he felt 99% sure, the scheme, could be squeezed into this year’s budget. He also felt that the current One-way signage were inadequate and would be improved at the 
same time. He may even consider changing the road priority at the junction of Park Lane and Coach Road, so that Park Lane would become a left turn and Coach Road straight on rather than a right turn.

Mr Lewis stated that we would receive an update on these issues in the latter half of July.

There are no specific recommendations at this time. The Highways Working Group will meet again before the next Full Council Meeting.

Michael Warlow
PAGE  
-  2  -

Highways report FC28 – 19th June 2006.


