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FC 8/9/08                                                                                             Item 055 

	Public Document
Highways Working Party Minutes  
	Minutes of WP meeting


Highways Working Party - Meeting held Thursday 28th July 2008
7.30pm in the Parish Hall, High Street, Henlow

Present: Cllrs Miss Joy, Wiles, Mrs Cliff, Cliff, Lincoln and Phillips, and the Clerk
1. Apologies for absence: Cllrs Brinkler and Wenham
2. Matters arising from the last meeting - held 15th April 2008 (received by Full Council 21st April 2008) – Cllr Cliff proposed and Cllr Phillips seconded that Cllr Miss Joy be elected as Chair of the Highways WP.  This was unanimously agreed, and Cllr Miss Joy was duly elected. 
3. A6001 downgrading to B road - The Pros and Cons for Henlow to support the bid by Langford Parish Council to have the A6001 downgraded to a ‘B’ road was discussed at length. A letter had been received from BCC confirming that there would be no loss in standard of maintenance or gritting should the A6001 be downgraded.  There were more options apparently for traffic calming measures to be implemented on a B road, but the majority of these could also be implemented on A roads. The re-classification would have to apply to this road from Biggleswade to A507. The Members felt that there would not be any benefit to Henlow for the proposal. Cllr Joy proposed and Cllr Cliff seconded that the following Recommendation be presented to the next Full Council meeting for a decision: “Henlow Parish Council do not support Langford Parish Council in their quest to downgrade the A6001 from an A road to a B road.” HPC will continue with their efforts in controlling, monitoring traffic concerns and speeding, and pursue the installation of a pedestrian crossing near the Five Bells PH/entrance to the allotments.
4. Update on Highways Walkabout - held on Thursday 24th April 2008 (Cllrs Miss Joy & Cliff, Alan Trille (Highways team leader) and the Clerk) – many problem areas had been identified: f/p’s in Church Road, areas in the High Street, Park Lane, as well as the condition of the road surfacing in the High Street itself. Alan Trille that stated funds were restricted, but the worst areas would be attended to. Severe problem areas of flooding had been identified, the worse being by Church Road/The Five Bells PH, Newtown, High Street by no 69, and in Clifton Road. It was felt the BCC drainage system to be most unsatisfactory. Mr Trille confirmed gully cleaning / emptying would be carried out, and that he would investigate the surface drainage. The flooding on corner of Church Road could be resolved with a s.w. drain from gullies into the Pit. Whilst gulley emptying has been done the problems have not been resolved.  The Clerk to pursue with BCC. 
Confirmation had been received from BCC that resurfacing works would be carried out at their cost to a number of footpaths throughout Henlow – works to be done during the Summer School holidays.

5. Update on Bus Shelters -  It had previously been agreed that 2 bus shelters were to be erected, one on Bedford Road A600 (opposite no 32), another in Mill Close. The Clerk had obtained revised quotations, and had also received details of a new very suitable shelter from Garrick Outdoors, in various colours. The Members agreed to the new shelter to be erected in Bedford Road as soon as possible, and confirmed it should be green. The Clerk to investigate whether an order (as had been assumed previously) had been placed for the 2nd shelter in Mill Close. 
6. Footpath 9B - Representations had been received from Peter Easton regarding the overgrown state of f/p 9B, where a large amount of rubbish had been dumped, very overgrown and blocked. Vandalism has taken place in this area, and the Police have been involved and are aware of the situation. The Clerk has consulted with BCC - Andrew Gwillam. Who was very keen to promote a ‘bulky collection’ scheme, whereby the PC would fund the provision of a skip(s) in problem areas. The Members would not support such a scheme because if implemented in this location, it would have to be provided at considerable expense throughout the Parish. The Clerk was instructed to remind BCC that it was their responsibility to ensure the footpath was cleared, and kept clear. 
7. Enhanced Parish Partnership Fund – A grant of £7000 was available to BCC to carry out resurfacing, but they needed a decision quickly from the PC, otherwise the funding may be lost. Cllr Miss Joy and the Clerk authorised BCC to use the funds for the project BCC had identified are were able start virtually immediately – namely resurfacing of all the footpaths to Mill Close. Cllr Miss Joy and the Clerk had been assured that other items of re-surfacing would still be carried out: Areas in Park Lane would be funded by BCC under ‘safer routes to school’, and other areas under general maintenance. The works in Mill Close have been completed prior to 28th July. The Members approved the action taken by Cllr Miss Joy and the Clerk.
8. Highway Matters – Representations had been received from Keith Albon regarding the following concerns: a) parking on footpaths throughout the village. He has called the Police who do not respond/deal with the problem. b) speeding of vehicles in and out of the village – VAS signs not calibrated correctly c) The footpath from Henlow to Langford is in need of repair / not wide enough – requesting it is brought up to standard, and street lighting is required along the north end of the village. He feels the north end of the village is forgotten about. The Members were sympathetic to the problems, and have taken steps and will continue to pursue to improve highway matters. They had brought item a) to the attention of the Police representative at the last Full Council meeting. PC Holbrook confirmed that it is a police matter if vehicles are causing an obstruction when parking on footpaths and that they will respond if reported. Regarding item b) the PC are aware and have previously brought the VAS calibrations to the attention of BCC. The problem has improved, but the Clerk to report the comments again to BCC. Regarding item c) the narrow verge should be cut – the Clerk to speak with the Parish Council’s contractor. BCC should also be contacted regarding the width of the footpath, and also contact the ‘safer routes to school’ office. Regarding the additional street lighting, there are no funds for this at present, but the Parish Council would keep this under review. The Clerk should also reply highlighting the ongoing PC’s efforts to improve highway safety, including the proposed pedestrian crossing, and regular consultations with the Highways Department.  
9. Up date on Confident Communities Fund - The installation of the VAS sign for Clifton Road has been approved, as well as the erection of new 3no Lamp Columns. The Members were asked to decide on the desired location for the new columns. It was proposed by Cllr Cliff and seconded by Cllr Wiles, and agreed unanimously that these should be sited on the Pit side of the High Street, to fill the gap between columns at Church Road and Northfields. They also requested that these be the Heritage Traditional type to match the columns in Church Road. 
10. Planters: Have caused a problem this year, although planted ongoing / future maintenance needs to be addressed. The planters near the Crown PH were the worst affected, and Cllr Miss Joy agreed to carry out further planting to these.  The Clerk is to a) endeavour to formalise arrangements for the Caretaker to oversee all the planters b) ask A Granger if he could maintain the planters on a regular basis in the future.
11. Any other Business
a) Cllr Phillips – regarding signs saying ‘Henlow’ are not at every entrance to the village, especially in Bedford Road and Hitchin Street. The Clerk is to investigate and report back to the next WP.

b) Cllr Mrs Cliff – the hedge by The Crown PH, behind the bus shelter, is obscuring road signs. Has been reported (ref no 70921A) – the Clerk to chase up.

c) Cllr Lincoln – areas in Jubilee Close and Astral Close very overgrown and untidy. The Members did not think the amenity spaces had as yet been adopted, in which case they were still the developers responsibility. The Clerk to contact MBDC to obtain clarification, and report to next WP.
d) Three additional waste paper bins had been previously approved in the Arlesey Road area. Recommended that Full Council approves expenditure. 

e) No further news on Henlow Camp ‘Bird in the Hand’ roundabout enhancement works received. The Clerk to contact County Cllr Drinkwater for further information.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25pm. 

Bert Schrier
Clerk to Henlow Parish Council 

18th August 2008
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